GHS Course Syllabus
General Course Information
	Subject:
	US History
	Year:
	2011-2012


	Department:
	Social Studies
	Room #:
	223
	Periods Taught:
	


	Course Title:
	Modern America
	


	Course Description:
	This course will examine the post-World War II history of the United States in the larger context of world events.  Topics will include the Cold War and its aftermath, international issues and policies, human rights struggles, and revolutionary movements.


	Faculty Name:
	Brooke Mowry
Bachelor of Arts, History

Master of Arts, Teaching


	Course/Faculty Website:

	www.mowryghs.weebly.com

www.hsd.k12.or.us/glencoe/staff.html


	Office Hours:
	Before or after school and by appointment.


	Welcome/Introduction to Course:
	Welcome to Modern America.  This is a survey course covering history of the United States from 1945 to Present.  In addition to content, this course will focus on literacy.  Students will read and write daily in order to improve their literacy skills and hone their critical thinking skills.


	Note to Parents:
	Feel free to contact me via phone or email 503-844-1900, mowryb@hsd.k12.or.us, www.mowryghs.weebly.com Class Website with Assignments, Documents, and Daily Agenda




Learning Outcomes

	Course Objectives:
	Course objectives are consistent with the Hillsboro School District Social Science Power Standards.
US History
· Understand how individuals, issues, and events changed or significantly influenced the course of US history after 1900.
Historical Skills
· Reconstruct, interpret, and represent the chronology of significant events, developments, and narratives.

· Compare and contrast institutions and ideas in history, noting cause and effect relationships.

· Recognize and interpret continuity and/or change with respect to particular developments in the 20th century.

· Understand how contemporary perspectives affect historical interpretation.

Social Science Analysis
· Define, research, and explain an event, issue, problem, or phenomenon and its significance to society.

· Understand what it means to be a critical consumer of information.

· Analyze an event, issue, problem or phenomenon from varied or opposed perspectives or points of view.
· Analyze an event, issue, problem, or phenomenon, identifying characteristics, influences, causes, and both short and long-term effects.

· Propose, compare, and judge multiple responses, alternatives, or solutions, then reach a defensible, supported conclusion.




Readings

	Required Text:
	United States History: Reconstruction to the Present


	Optional/Suggested Text:
	Newspaper/news services. The Oregonian, ABC, CBS, NBC, CNN, Fox News, etc.


Grading & Plagiarism

	Grading Scale:

	4.0-5.0=A

3.0-3.9=B

2.0-2.9=C

1.0-1.9=D

0-0.9=F

		

	Grading Categories & Percentages:
	The quality of your work is what will separate your grade from just passing to excellence.  All assignments will be graded using the 5-point scale (see below) and be weighted as follows: 

Tests/Quizzes/Essays/Assessments=90%
            *multiple assessment strategies are used throughout the semester including, but not limited to: tests, quizzes, essays, debates.
Classwork/Homework=10%

Total points will be added at the end of the grading period.  The total accumulated points over the entire semester determine semester grades.
A progress report will be posted in class every 2-3 weeks.  According the Glencoe Student/Parent Handbook, students are expected to demonstrate continuous effort to accomplish class objectives.  If you are not receiving a passing grade at mid-terms, a phone call home will be made to your parents alerting them to your academic situation.  


	Late Work Policy:
	Please communicate with me regarding any known absences and how you can make up the work.  Be aware you cannot make up participation points as you have to be in class, participating in order to receive them.


Work will be accepted up to one week late (7 days, including non-school days), with a 10% penalty.  Assignments will not receive a score after the one week deadline.  If there are extenuating circumstances please communicate with me immediately for consideration.  “Just not getting it done” is not an extenuating circumstance!  Accepting late work is up to the teacher’s discretion, however, depending on the assignment.  
For work turned in past the one week deadline the policy is as follows:

· An alternate writing assignment may take the place of a late assignment.

· Because completing assignments is a behavior, a behavior contract may be necessary for those who repeatedly turn in late work or ask for missing assignments.

· All missing assignments must be completed within the current midterm or quarter.

Once again, all decisions are ultimately based on the teacher’s discretion.
	Make-up Work Policy:
	Students with excused absences are allowed one more day than the number of days absent to complete and submit any assigned make-up work.
If you are absent, these are the things you need to do when you come into the classroom:

1. Check the class website www.mowryghs.weebly.com for the daily agenda and handouts.

2. Ask three students what you missed.  If you are still confused, see me.  (Remember the phrase, see three before me.)
3. Go to the HOMEWORK CRATE and pull out whatever handouts that were covered the day(s) you were gone. 
4. When turning in the assignments, at the top of the page write ABSENT and state the date(s) you were gone.

5. Put it in the late homework/absent bin.

District policy states students with excused absences are allowed one more day than the number of days absent to complete and submit any assigned make-up work.
This rule does not apply to previously assigned work or scheduled exams.  If a student is absent when an assignment or large project is due, it is due when the student returns.  If a student was in class when the work was assigned, it is still due when returning to class (i.e. here to receive long term assignment, gone during middle of project).  If you are absent for a test, you will need to find a time outside of class to make it up.  No test will be given during class time.


	Cheating/Plagiarism Policy:
	Cheating/plagiarism will not be tolerated. Any student caught cheating will receive a grade of zero on the assignment or exam. In the event of a second offense, the student may be removed from the class with loss of credit, suspended, or expelled from school.


	Course Schedule/Outline:
	The following is a list of general topics that will be covered.  This list is not all inclusive.

Quarter 1
    The Constitution

    Economic Systems
    Post WWII – ex UN

    Cold War to McCarthyism

    Kennedy Administration

    Civil Rights

    Bay of Pigs

    Cuban Missile Crisis

Quarter 2

    Vietnam War
    Nixon, Ford, Carter Presidencies

    Culture of the 1960’s and 1970’s

    Reagan, Bush (41), Clinton, and Bush (43) Presidencies

    Globalization

    Immigration

    Terrorism

    Current Issues

Major Assignments/Exams

     Unit Exams
     Essays
     Semester Final Exam-a comprehensive final exam
*The instructor reserves the right to make changes.

**In addition to the course hours in the classroom, the expectation for work completion outside of class includes approximately 30 hours over the semester.  Activities will include: homework, readings, essays, etc.


	Classroom Conduct:
	Respect your classmates, teacher, and visitors.  Mature behavior is expected and required!!
1. Your attendance is essential to learning, be in class and on time!

2. BE ON TIME!  Unless you have a pass, your tardy will be considered unexcused and WILL impact your participation points for the class period.  If you are more than 10 minutes late, it will be considered an unexcused absence.  Repeated tardiness will result in disciplinary action including but not limited to a phone call home and/or a referral to the administration.  Detentions and Saturday School are regularly assigned to students with multiple tardies.

3. Come to class prepared every day.  Assignments, homework, textbook, notebook, etc.

4. COMMUNICATE! COMMUNICATE! COMMUNICATE!  If you are having difficulty with any assignment let me know right away.  Do not wait until right before class to get help on an assignment that is due.  I am available before and after school to answer questions and help you.  I also recommend using email to get help.  I am a regular email user and frequently am able to respond quickly.  I will not know that you need help unless you tell me!!  Communication is key.

5. When any type of announcement comes on, I expect talking to cease immediately.

6. When guests are in the classroom please treat them with respect.  This applies to any guest speaker and substitute teachers.  They are guests in our class and should be treated with kindness and consideration.

7. In an emergency situation, there should be no talking, and all of my instructions must be followed without deviation.


	Students and Parents/Guardians – Please provide your signature below indicating you have read and understand the requirements and expectations of this course.


	
	
	

	Student Signature & Date
	
	Parent/Guardian Signature & Date








